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DEFEAT AND KESIGNTATION"
[CHAP,
In the circular Ministers explained that they had not modified their opinion that Gladstone's policy of Irish disestablishment and disendowment was ' wrong in principle, probably impracticable in application, and if practicable would be disastrous in its effects,' But they justified theii immediate resignation in the following terms :
Although the General Election has elicited in the decision oi numerous and vast constituencies an expression of feeling which in a remarkable degree has justified their anticipations and which in dealing with the question in controversy no wise statesman would disregard, it is now clear that the present Administration cannot expect to command the confidence of the newly elected House of Commons. Under these circumstances Her Majesty's Ministers have felt it due to their own honour and to the policy they support not to retain office unnecessarily for a single day. They hold it to be more consistent with the attitude they have assumed and with the convenience of public business at this season, as well as more conducive to the just influence of the Conservative party, at once to tender the resignation of their offices to Her Majesty rather than wait for the assembling of a Parliament in which in the present aspect oi affairs they are sensible they must be in a minority.
The precedent thus wisely set has been followed on every subsequent occasion when the circumstances have been at all similar; by Gladstone after the General Elections of 1874 and 1886, and by Beaconsfield himself after that of 1880. In 1885 and in 1892 Salisbury took a different course on the reasonable ground that, though there was probably a majority against Ministers, it was not a homogeneous majority and might fairly be tested in Parliament; but on neither occasion did his Government survive the Address. For the moment in 1868 there was some doubt as to the constitutionality of the proceeding; but the press and the party were in general favourable.1 Disraeli was able to report to Grey, for the Queen's information, on December 4 : ' Montagu Corry tells me that he went into the Carlton Club
Derby changed his mind; and ' on further consideration of all the circumstances/ told Disraeli he was satisfied that the decison of the Government was right.vatives  to   13 Liberals,r Ministers,  and is very anxious that the elections
